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OODE GF ~ARTIME PRACTICES

Bdition of December 1, 1943 . .
OSD Declassification/Release Instructions on File

This third revision of the Code of Wartime Prectices for the Americen
Fress 1s bused on sxperience of the Office o Censorship end of the Press
simse the oripinel edition was issvued on January 15, 1942,

All requests of the Code eppiy to advertising matter, news lsiters,
sorporation and business reports, letters to the editor, porsonal and
soolety nows {(which often discloses military or diplemstic movements or
identity restricted hercic), snd commentetors and columnists who deal
both with nows and circulated reports.

The Code does no limit spesculetion or opinicne But use of ay de-
vies of s weulation® ‘o disclose restricied information prosents & hagard
to volunbary sensorship.

The basie facts of voluntery presa censorship remsin unchanced. %The
first of thess facts is that the outocome of the war is s matter of vital
sepsonsl concern to the future of every American oitizen, The seoond is
thet the sesurity of ocur armed Tortes and even of our homes snd our libertiss
will be weakened in zrsstsr or lecs degree by every disclosure of informe-
tion which will help the enaemy.

If every member of eve 'y news stalf and contriduting writer will keep
these two facts constantly in aind, snd then will follow the dictstce of
common sense, he will be sble to answer for himself mamy of the questions
whish might otherwise trouble hime In other wards, s maximum of sccomplishe
mont will be attained if editors will ask themselves with r spsot to any
given deteil, "Is this informeti on Iwould like to hive if I were the enemy?!"
snd then ast aacsordingly.

The result of such a process will hardly represent “"Business as urusl”
on the nows desks of the country. On the contrary, it will meen some
sorifivce of the journalistic enterprise of ordimery times. But it will not
mean a nows or efitorial black-out. It i3 the hope md expectation o the
0ffioe of Consorship that the columns of Americampubliceticns will remain
the freest in the world, and will toll the story of our national successes and
sghortionings scourately and in much detsil,

The highly cretifying response of the press proves hat it understends
the ~eed for temporary saorifice, and is prepared to make that secrifice in
the spirit of the Prosident's assurance thet such curtailment as may be
nocessary will be adninistered ™n harmony with the best interasts of our free
institutions.”

Helow is & summary covering specific problems, Obviously it ig im.
possible to antiecipate every conceiveble contingency. The Office of Con-
sorship will meke specicl requests fro time to time covering individual
situations in crdsr to round out thie outline of publicstions® practioces
whioh the Governzent feels are desirable for the effective prosecution of
the war, and the seeurity of Zmerican citizens,

Speolel attemtion i# directed to the faoct that all of the raguests in
the summery are modified by a provise that the information listed may propore
1y be published whep suthorized by appropriaste suthority. News on ell of th ze
subjects will beoome svall ble frow Government zourcesj but in war, timeliness
is an important factor, and the fovermment unquestionably is in the best
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poaitlion to decide when dlsolosure is timely.

The spocifie information whioh newepepers, mazagines, md all othay
sedia of publication are esked not 4o publish wmmoept vwhonm such inforsmstion
is made aveilasble for publication by sppropriate suthority, or is spe-
aiﬁmily eloerad by tho Office of Censorship, falle intd the Zollowing
alasses:

ARMED PrRCES

The genersl chersctor snd movouento of United States Arey, Yevy or
Harine Corps units, within or without the oontinentsl limite of the
U ited States » thelr locatlion, identity, or ezast composition, equip-

or streongzithy destination, routes, and sohedules; essesbly for

esb.rikation, jrospective esbarkation, or ectusl embarkstion. Any
mﬁs information regarding the troops of friendly netione on Amri-an
#01de

HEoter The roguest es rogards “locadlion® and "zenersl charsotor”
doas "ot apply te troops in training owmps in continentsl Mmitsd Ttetes,
nor to wnlits essigped to domestio polioe duty,

fpecial note om it identificetioms~ Bxoept for troops in traiming
csmps in the United Statesy membars of the armed forses should not be
identiflied with militery or naval units or shipes Such unit 1demti-
fios ions sro of greet valus to the enexy, and sheuld be sliminsted frop service-
men' s letters; i torviews, address s, snd similar nows,

¥muog of servicenen outslide the Unlted tates may be published ofter
officle] snoounsenent of the arriwel of United Statos foross in such
srens, without any unds o ship idemtificesion. Bares of navel personnel
should nt be limked with their ships unless the ship hes been mn-unoed
1ot o domaged by the Navy,

Poesidble [uture military operstions should not be rovealed by idenw
$ifyirg -n individual or proup koown Por a speoialisad sotivity.

SRIP #OVINPETS, CANGORS, BP0,

™he identify,lceatio: and movessente of Tmited States naval or
merchant vessels, of nmsutral vessols, or vegsble of nations opposing the
Axls powors in eny walersy the port and time of arriwsl or prosjective
srri-al of such vesssls, or tho port from which they lesves the neture
of cargoes ~f such vemselsy the 'denti'y or locaticn of cnemy neva  or
merchant vessels in exy watersjy the identity, rasecbly, o« movererts
of transporis @ convoysy the exletence o« =i~e Flslds or other hardor
delfanses) seoret ordera or other seorsl 1 strucilons ressrding lights,
tueys, and sthor guldes to navigatorsy the mmsber, sire, cherncter,
and location of ships in romstructidn, or advance information astc the
dete of launchings or ccomiseloninge; the physiesl seteup v technical
detells of shipyarda.

YXotes ~ This hes o roforence to the movenmest of merchent vessols on he
Grask Lekes or other shalber < inlend waterways, unless specific in-
stonces roguire apecisl roling,. '
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m&u% of diplematic wxehange aidpe wnd v direetion of tm

BlE "N‘t‘w DALEAGE W H mz AOT gﬁ Vw’t’ %'

Informetion about the alnking or demaging fro war csusow of war
o marghant voosels in any saters.

Botay « {tw sppooprinte mﬁm‘ity for r saibe of United Dtatos
ravel sctior agalinet oremsy voBBels 1n or nenp Werigsn webtars 1o e
- croanding offiger of the Jlstrict io wlch s sotion couie, or the
Baval GffTice of ublle immam, Washington,

Infurmetion about daace 4 military Dblooltives, Lacluling Jocks,
relironds, aiy fileids, or public ulilitics or i-durtrisl plante ancoged
g:& ﬁ W m, ﬁmﬁa mﬁw land or o atiacke on continental mam

SF poopakaions

Hokn, = n w@xwtizg such attacks, coulor-ccasurss or lang of
defenss shouid ot be dicolosed, eweyt Pwoudh apprepriste rilitary
authordtion,

The sppepriate suthority for intormadion abuut danoges fron eneny
attmke w m@m mh}aﬁ&am tm lan? z'd:z; in ¢ adnentol Unit 4 States
oopessions 1 the commnling office i the wooe of combat, or the
Ay le ¢ Pablic 3‘@1@%@#, nashingbone (F.¢ th- Hosadion Islands

thie lievy,

ATTACES Y AR

To the ond that oy alr attack on continontal mmm 5’%%& my be
rportad dn on crdorly Saghilon, conslstont «dth $he hi beet rog 2
of nationsl Ww, t:.h:zs *“alﬁm‘mg, co.vom of action baforc, m% and
aftor an alr rald io w
, wamam&miﬁia wmm it o waraing or rpart of an
Saponyding M be published omeeyt as glven wit by m&,mmﬁ PO
septalives o the Ary Dofunee Cornand,

Bobeyw it iz sugrested that mewgposors write o advance o the
approprists dﬂﬁm oo andar Yo m&r‘&am tﬁf‘u lopation £ the dosige
mated reppegontatives of tho ! lefopse Comard In tholr arcs.

mmm & raide = :‘{& f roquontod that nees dlopatohes temnettted
rald, crior W olfiedsd anpoanto-
e Tetiowings (1) tho fact et o raid has bogan,

withoxt mt.m 5 b of plansgg (2) The fact that soee bombe
have Lesn drospod, 1f fully establ whedy but wi thout oifort %0 opw
tinate tho mmbery (3) The bare fact tiud

iato mﬂm.

satlalroralt guns hawe gooe

afbor, until the raid ls mmﬁmzm IMMW#MM;
4 : M ms rothing be tWrensmittord - b shed m@% OOTARELS
mm wlll boocome svallobde jvotly sl g ﬁ;rmfim fron the
lesisnated representatives of the Axy Dofonse Comemsrrds

APty 8 aid, = There 1o o objietlon to publiogtio: »&f ik« 7 y3¥ §
dosoriptions of $he aotion after the -llea ooy lz glwven, swvided sush
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